New England Commission of Higher Education

N E< I I E 301 Edgewater Place, Suite 210, Wakefield, MA 01880
Tel: 781-425-7785 I neche.org

Policy on Separately Accreditable Institutions

In an effort to be consistent and equitable to all institutions, the following criteria for
identifying separately accreditable institutions will be applied by each of the regional
accrediting commissions.

An instructional site located in a region other than that of its home campus must seek separate
accreditation in the region it exists if it functions independent of operational control of the
parent college or university. An instructional site will be deemed operationally independent
and accreditable by the host region when it meets these criteria:

The instructional site:

1. has, under board policy, substantial financial and administrative independence from the
home institution including matters related to personnel;

2. has a full time chief administrative officer;

3. is empowered, under board policy, to initiate and sustain its own academic programs;

4. has degree-granting authority in the state or jurisdiction in which it is located.

Each regional commission, upon the adoption of this policy, will determine if any of its
affiliated institutions have instructional sites that appear to be separately accreditable.
Following consultation with the host commission and the institution, and upon learning from
the host region the site’s potential to meet its eligibility requirements, the home region will
make the determination as to the status of such sites that meet these criteria. The host region
agrees to take deliberate steps toward reviewing any instructional sites identified as
operationally independent in keeping with its policies and procedures for applying institutions.
An institution identified as separately accreditable will continue to be included in the
accreditation of the parent college or university until it achieves separate accreditation.

Off-campus instructional sites, regardless of location, not found to be operationally
independent are included in the accreditation of the home campus. The operational
independence of such sites is periodically reviewed under this policy.
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